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Chris Rogers, Chief

Highly Migratory Species Management Division
Office of SustainableFisheries (F/SE1)

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315East-West Highway

Silver $pring, MD 20910-3282

Traasmitted Via Facsimile
Ref.: Proposed Rule
AtlanticHMS Angling Vessel Permits

Dear Chris,

The Billfish Foundation (TBF) is pleased to have the opportunity to comment on the proposed
regulationsto extend the permit requirementto all recreational vessels fishing for any HMS regulated
underthe HMS and Billfish FMPs, Unfortunately,the agency has donea disservice to itselfand has
generated additional mistrust among constituents by failing to highlight this issue onthe agenda at
the recent meeting of the HMS and Billfish AdvisoryPanels (APs). Releasingthe proposed rule so
soon after that meeting gives some of us on the Panels and our constituents the impression that
meaningful input is not desired by the agency for the decision must be made and this is merely a
perfunctory exercise. This isfurther exacerbated by the fact that there were extremely few meetings
scheduled for public comment. We can appreciate the agency’s concerns for fiscal efficiency for
public meetings; however, this should have been combined with the proposed swordfishbag limit
proposed rule, even if the former had to be postponed until April or May.

TBF is supportiveof the need for and the U.S. commitmentto ICCAT to improve monitoting of the
recreational cffort and landings. However, requiring a vessel permit would not provide dataon the
catch and bycatch inthe HMS fisheries. Obviously, it eould produce a list ofpermitted vessels from
which the agency could seekto obtainreports of landings and bycateh,

Identifyingthe universe of saltwaterangling vessels could be obtained from states’ vessel registration
databases by identifyingaminimum size range for offshore fishing,suchas 20 feetandabove. This
would relieve the angler from the regulatory burden of having to register for the permit and renew
each year. The burden on your agency would likely also be simplified for there would be fewer
contacts by restricting it to federal agency to state agencies to obtain state-issued permit data.
Furtherdata as totheuniverse of the angling fishery could be extracted fromsaltwatet fishing licenses
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issued by the states.

Chris, TBF appreciates the opportunity to comment, but wish more effort had been expended to
solicitcomments. We anticipate that many anglersare goingto be very surprisedto learn ofthis new
requirement -- we fully anticipate you will soonannouncethe proposed rule has been finalized and
will be implemented within 31 days.

While we realize comments from the angling community to the proposed listing of white marlin under
ESA ishandled by the Office of Protected Species, and not the HMS Office, anglersdo not make the
distinction. The anxiety already intheangling community surrounding thepossiblelistingis intense,
to say the least. Adding the requirement for a permit for HMS private angling vessels during that
process, no doubt, will generate ill-will and does little to engender a spirit of cooperation. It is
important to try to explainto constituentshow and why a new regulatory actionwill benefit the fish
stocks, and thus, fishing. Without success in that effort, many in the angling community view
regulatory exercises often as poorly founded and punitive in nature. TBF aims to try to gain the
cooperative supportof our constituentsand we have found they will enthusiasticallyembrace the call

for assistance if the fish and fishing benefit.
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